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SHRI HUGH GANTZER

Shri Hugh Gantzer is a famous travel writer. He is an Indian Naval veteran who retired in the
rank of Commander. After he retired from the Indian Navy, he and his wife Smt. Colleen Gantzer
decided to discover the attractions of the Indian mosaic. They believed that more and more Indians
needed to explore the many attractions of our multi-ethnic polyglot sub-continental nation because
they were convinced that India's attractions far exceeded those of other countries including the
much larger ones. Their discoveries led to them writing a great number of articles for the Indian and
International press and they have been credited with pioneering the distinct genre of Travel Writing.

2. Born on 9" January, 1931 in Patna, Shri Hugh Gantzer completed his education in a
convent in Patna, Hampton Court School, St. George's College, Mussoorie, St. Joseph's College,
Nainital, St. Xavier's College, Calcutta and the K C Law College in Bombay. He joined the Indian
Navy as an officer in 1953 and retired as the first Judge Advocate of the Southern Naval
Command in 1973. He married Ms. Colleen Adie and together they launched the by-line “Hugh &
Colleen Gantzer” credited with pioneering Travel Writing in India.

3. Shri Hugh Gantzer and Smt. Colleen Gantzer have written over 3,000 articles, columns
and magazine features and authored over 30 books. The Gantzers also created the first travel
documentaries to be telecast across India by Doordarshan: Looking Beyond with Hugh and
Colleen Gantzer & Take a Break with Hugh and Colleen Gantzer. While the Gantzers' writings
covered a wide genre including science fiction, thrillers and historical, their main focus was on
travel. The Gantzers believe that Indians have the most varied bloodlines of all populations in
the world. This has led to our incredible variety of customs, traditions, handicrafts and festivals.
And it is this astonishing diversity that intrigued them and they were determined to expose this
to fellow Indians and the rest of the world. The impact of the Gantzers on Indian travel
journalism is immeasurable. Their commitment to ethical storytelling, coupled with thorough
research and first hand experiences, established a high standard for travel writing in India.
Through their exploration of India's hidden gems, they not only deepened readers' appreciation
of the country but also motivated many writers to follow their example.

4. Shri Hugh Gantzer admits that they became Travel Writers because of the drive of his late
wife, Smt. Colleen who was extremely curious, very courageous and with an empathy that made
complete strangers open their hearts to her. These qualities came out in their writings. It was
these qualities that won the Gantzers international and national awards. These include, among
others, the D.C. Mehta Award from the Travel Agents Association of India, the National Tourism
Award in 2012 from the Government of India, the Gold Award from the Pacific Area Travel
Association, which they won twice, the Pride of the Community Award from the All-India Anglo-
Indian Association, the Best Travel Writer Award from the Indian Association of Tour Operators,
and the National Tourism Lifetime Achievement Award from the Government of India.
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SMT. COLLEEN GANTZER (POSTHUMOUS)

Smt. Colleen Gantzer was a famous travel writer. She and her husband Shri Hugh
Gantzer decided to discover the attractions of the Indian mosaic. They believed that more and
more Indians needed to explore the many attractions of our multi-ethnic polyglot sub-
continental nation because they were convinced that India's attractions far exceeded those of
other countries including the much larger ones. Their discoveries led to them writing a great
number of articles for the Indian and International press and they have been credited with
pioneering the distinct genre of Travel Writing.

2. Born on 25" July, 1934 in Godhra, in the erstwhile Bombay Presidency, Smt. Colleen
Gantzer completed her education at the Christ Church School in Bombay. She first worked for
Lummus, who were then constructing the oil storage facilities in Bombay for Burmah Shell. She
later moved to Metal Box and then to Coca-Cola. She married Shri Hugh Gantzer and together they
launched the by-line “Hugh & Colleen Gantzer” credited with pioneering Travel Writing in India.

3. Shri Hugh Gantzer and Smt. Colleen Gantzer have written over 3,000 articles, columns
and magazine features and authored over 30 books. The Gantzers also created the first travel
documentaries to be telecast across India by Doordarshan: Looking Beyond with Hugh and
Colleen Gantzer & Take a Break with Hugh and Colleen Gantzer. While the Gantzers' writings
covered a wide genre including science fiction, thrillers and historicals, their main focus was on
travel. The Gantzers believe that Indians have the most varied bloodlines of all populations in
the world. This has led to our incredible variety of customs, traditions, handicrafts and
festivals. And it is this astonishing diversity that intrigued them and they were determined to
expose this to fellow Indians and the rest of the world. The impact of the Gantzers on Indian
travel journalism is immeasurable. Their commitment to ethical storytelling, coupled with
thorough research and firsthand experiences, established a high standard for travel writing in
India. Through their exploration of India's hidden gems, they not only deepened readers'
appreciation of the country but also motivated many writers to follow their example.

4. Shri Hugh Gantzer admits that they became Travel Writers because of the drive of his
late wife, Smt. Colleen Gantzer who was extremely curious, very courageous and with an
empathy that made complete strangers open their hearts to her. These qualities came out in
their writings. It was these qualities that won the Gantzers international and national awards.
These include, among others, the D.C. Mehta Award from the Travel Agents Association of India, the
National Tourism Award in 2012 from the Government of India, the Gold Award from the Pacific Area
Travel Association, which they won twice, the Pride of the Community Award from the All-India Anglo-
Indian Association, the Best Travel Writer Award from the Indian Association of Tour Operators, and
the National Tourism Lifetime Achievement Award from the Government of India.

S. Smt. Colleen Gantzer passed away on 6" November, 2024.
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