
SHRI HUGH GANTZER

 Shri Hugh Gantzer is a famous travel writer. He is an Indian Naval veteran who retired in the 
rank of Commander. After he retired from the Indian Navy, he and his wife  Colleen Gantzer  Smt.
decided to discover the attractions of the Indian mosaic. They believed that more and more Indians 
needed to explore the many attractions of our multi-ethnic polyglot sub-continental nation because 
they were convinced that India's attractions far exceeded those of other countries including the 
much larger ones. Their discoveries led to them writing a great number of articles for the Indian and 
International press and they have been credited with pioneering the distinct genre of Travel Writing.

2. Born on 9  January, 1931 in Patna, Shri Hugh Gantzer completed his education in a  th

convent in Patna, Hampton Court School, St  George's College, Mussoorie, St  Joseph's College, . .
Nainital, St. Xavier's College, Calcutta and the K C Law College in Bombay. He joined the Indian 
Navy as an officer in 1953 and retired as the first Judge Advocate of the Southern Naval 
Command in 1973. He married Ms. Colleen Adie and together they launched the by-line “Hugh & 
Colleen Gantzer” credited with pioneering Travel Writing in India.

3. Shri Hugh  and Smt. Colleen Gantzer have written over 3,000 articles, columns   Gantzer
and magazine features and authored over 30 books. The Gantzers also created the first travel 
documentaries to be telecast across India by Doordarshan: Looking Beyond with Hugh and 
Colleen Gantzer & Take a Break with Hugh and Colleen Gantzer. While the Gantzers' writings  
covered a wide genre including science fiction, thrillers and historical, their main focus was on 
travel. The Gantzers believe that Indians have the most varied bloodlines of all populations in 
the world. This has led to our incredible variety of customs, traditions, handicrafts and festivals. 
And it is this astonishing diversity that intrigued them and they were determined to expose this 
to fellow Indians and the rest of the world. The impact of the Gantzers on Indian travel 
journalism is immeasurable. Their commitment to ethical storytelling, coupled with thorough 
research and first hand experiences, established a high standard for travel writing in India. 
Through their exploration of India's hidden gems, they not only deepened readers' appreciation 
of the country but also motivated many writers to follow their example. 

4. Shri Hugh Gantzer admits that they became Travel Writers because of the drive of his late  
wife, Smt. Colleen who was extremely curious, very courageous and with an empathy that made 
complete strangers open their hearts to her. These qualities came out in their writings. It was 
these qualities that won the Gantzers international and national awards. These include, among 
others, the D.C. Mehta Award from the Travel Agents Association of India, the National Tourism 
Award in 2012 from the Government of India, the Gold Award from the Pacific Area Travel 
Association, which they won twice, the Pride of the Community Award from the All-India Anglo-
Indian Association, the Best Travel Writer Award from the Indian Association of Tour Operators, 
and the National Tourism Lifetime Achievement Award from the Government of India.
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Jh g;w xSat+j

 Jh g;w xSat+j çfl) ;k=k or̀kar ys[kd gSaA og Hkkjrh; ukSlsuk ds iwoZ vfèkdkjh gSa vkSj dekaMj ds in ls lsokfuo`Ùk 
gq,A Hkkjrh; ukSlsuk ls lsokfuo`Ùk gksus ds mijkar] bUgksaus vkSj budh iRuh Jherh dksyhu xSat+j us Hkkjrh; ekst+sd ds vkd"kZ.kksa 
dh [kkst djus dk fu.kZ; fy;kA mudk ekuuk Fkk fd ;g vko';d gS fd vfèkd ls vfèkd Hkkjrh;ksa gekjh cgq&tkrh;] 
cgqHkk"kh] mi&egk}hih; jk"Vª ds vyx&vyx vkd"kZ.kksa ds ckjs esa tkus] mudk irk yxk,a D;ksafd bUgsa Hkjkslk Fkk fd Hkkjr esa 
vkd"kZd LFkyksa dh la[;k Hkkjr ls dkQh cM+s ns'k lfgr vU; ns'kksa ls dgÈ vfèkd gSaA budh [kkstksa ls ;s Hkkjrh; vkSj 
varjkZ"Vªh; çsl ds fy, cM+h la[;k esa ys[k fy[kus ds fy, çsfjr gq, vkSj bUgsa ;k=k or̀kar ys[ku dh fof'k"V 'kSyh dh 'kq:vkr 
dk Js; tkrk gSA

2 tUes] Jh  us - 9 tuojh] 1931 dks iVuk esa g;w xSat+j iVuk esa d‚UosaV] gSEiVu dksVZ fo|ky;] lsaV t‚tZ egkfo|ky;] 
elwjh] lsaV tkslsQ egkfo|ky;] uSuhrky] lsaV tsfo;lZ egkfo|ky;] dydÙkk vkSj cEcÃ esa ds- lh- fofèk egkfo|ky; ls viuh f'k{kk 
iwjh dhA og o"kZ 1953 esa vfèkdkjh ds :i esa Hkkjrh; ukSlsuk esa 'kkfey gq, vkSj o"kZ 1973 esa nf{k.kh ukSlsuk deku ds igys U;k;kèkh'k 
vfèkoäk ¼tt ,MoksdsV½ ds :i esa lsokfuòÙk gq,A budk fookg lqJh dksyhu ,Mh ds lax gqvk vkSj lkFk esa bUgksaus ck;&ykbu   
Þg;w ,aM dksyhu xSat+jÞ dh 'kq:vkr dh] Hkkjr esa ;k=k òrkar ys[ku dk Js; bUgsa gh tkrk gSA

3  - Jh g;w xSat+j vkSj Jherh dksyhu xSat+j us 3]000 ls vfèkd ys[k] d‚ye vkSj if=dk QhplZ fy[ks gSa vkSj 30 ls vfèkd 
iqLrdsa fy[kh gSaA xSat+lZ us nwjn'kZu }kjk iwjs Hkkjr esa çlkfjr gksus okys igys ;k=k o`Ùkfp=ksa ¼M‚D;wesaVjht½% ywÇdx fc;ksaM fon 
g;w ,aM dksyhu xSat+j vkSj Vsd v czsd fon g;w vkSj dksyhu xSat+j] dk Hkh fuekZ.k fd;kA D;ksafd xSat+lZ dk ys[ku lalkj dkQh 
O;kid gS] blesa lkbal fQD'ku] fFkzyj vkSj ,sfrgkfld ys[ku 'kkfey gSa] ij buds ys[ku ds dsUæ esa ;k=k o`rkar FkkA xSat+lZ dk 
ekuuk gS fd Hkkjrh;ksa dh oa'kkoyh foÜo dh fdlh Hkh vkcknh ls dgÈ vfèkd fo'kky gSA blh ls gekjs vyx&vyx 
vfoÜoluh; fofoèkrkiw.kZ jhfr&fjoktksa] ijaijkvksa] gLrf'kYi vkSj R;ksgkjksa dk tUe gqvk gSA vkSj ;gh og vfoÜoluh; 
fofoèkrk gS ftlls os vkdÆ"kr gq, vkSj og bls lHkh Hkkjrh;ksa vkSj 'ks"k nqfu;k ds lkeus ykus ds fy, ladfYir FksA xSat+lZ dk 
Hkkjrh; ;k=k i=dkfjrk ij çHkko vrqyuh; gSA uSfrd dgkuh dgus dh mudh çfrc)rk] xgu 'kksèk vkSj muds vius çR;{k 
vuqHko gh gSa] ftUgksaus Hkkjr esa ;k=k ys[ku ds mPp ekud LFkkfir fd,A Hkkjr ds fNis gq, jRuksa dh [kkst ds ekè;e ls] mUgksaus 
u dsoy ikBdksa ds eu esa ns'k ds çfr çse dks vkSj xgjk fd;k] cfYd dÃ ys[kdksa dks muds ekxZ ij pyus ds fy, Hkh çsfjr 
fd;kA 

4- Jh g;w xSat+j us Lohdkj fd;k gS fd viuh fnoaxr iRuh] Jherh dksyhu dh çsj.kk ls og ;k=k or̀kar ys[kd cu x,] 
mudh iRuh cgqr gh ftKklq] cgqr gh lkglh FkÈ vkSj laosnuk ,slh Fkh fd ,dne vutku O;fä Hkh muds lkeus vius eu dh 
lkjh ckrsa dg tkrk FkkA ;s xq.k muds ys[ku dyk esa Hkh lkeus vk,A bUgÈ xq.kksa ds dkj.k xSat+j dks varjkZ"Vªh; vkSj jk"Vªh; 
iqjLdkj feysA buesa vU; iqjLdkjksa ds vykok VªSoy ,tsaV~l ,lksfl,'ku v‚Q bafM;k ls Mh-lh- esgrk iqjLdkj] Hkkjr ljdkj 
ls o"kZ 2012 esa jk"Vªh; i;ZVu iqjLdkj] iSflfQd ,fj;k VªSoy ,lksfl,'ku ls xksYM vokMZ] ftls mUgksaus nks ckj thrk] n çkbM 
v‚Q n dE;qfuVh vokMZ v‚Q v‚y bafM;k ,aXyks&bafM;u ,lksfl,'ku] n bafM;u ,lksfl,'ku v‚Q Vwj v‚ijsVlZ ls loZJs"B 
;k=k ys[kd iqjLdkj] vkSj Hkkjr ljdkj ls jk"Vªh; i;ZVu ykbQVkbe vphoesaV vokMZ 'kkfey gSaA 

in~e Jh



SMT. COLLEEN GANTZER (POSTHUMOUS)

 Shri Smt. Colleen Gantzer was a famous travel writer. She and her husband Hugh 
Gantzer decided to discover the attractions of the Indian mosaic. They believed that more and 
more Indians needed to explore the many attractions of our multi-ethnic polyglot sub-
continental nation because they were convinced that India's attractions far exceeded those of 
other countries including the much larger ones. Their discoveries led to them writing a great 
number of articles for the Indian and International press and they have been credited with 
pioneering the distinct genre of Travel Writing.

2. Born on 25  July, 1934 in Godhra, in the erstwhile Bombay Presidency, Smt. Colleen th  
Gantzer completed her education at the Christ Church School in Bombay. She first worked for 
Lummus, who were then constructing the oil storage facilities in Bombay for Burmah Shell. She 
later moved to Metal Box and then to Coca-Cola. She married Hugh Gantzer and together they  Shri 
launched the by-line “Hugh & Colleen Gantzer” credited with pioneering Travel Writing in India.

3. Shri Hugh  and Smt. Colleen Gantzer have written over 3,000 articles, columns   Gantzer
and magazine features and authored over 30 books. The Gantzers also created the first travel 
documentaries to be telecast across India by Doordarshan: Looking Beyond with Hugh and 
Colleen Gantzer & Take a Break with Hugh and Colleen Gantzer. While the Gantzers' writings 
covered a wide genre including science fiction, thrillers and historicals, their main focus was on 
travel. The Gantzers believe that Indians have the most varied bloodlines of all populations in 
the world. This has led to our incredible variety of customs, traditions, handicrafts and 
festivals. And it is this astonishing diversity that intrigued them and they were determined to 
expose this to fellow Indians and the rest of the world. The impact of the Gantzers on Indian 
travel journalism is immeasurable. Their commitment to ethical storytelling, coupled with 
thorough research and firsthand experiences, established a high standard for travel writing in 
India. Through their exploration of India's hidden gems, they not only deepened readers' 
appreciation of the country but also motivated many writers to follow their example. 

4. Shri Hugh Gantzer admits that they became Travel Writers because of the drive of his  
late wife, Colleen who was extremely curious, very courageous and with an Smt. Gantzer 
empathy that made complete strangers open their hearts to her. These qualities came out in 
their writings. It was these qualities that won the Gantzers international and national awards. 
These include, among others, the D.C. Mehta Award from the Travel Agents Association of India, the 
National Tourism Award in 2012 from the Government of India, the Gold Award from the Pacific Area 
Travel Association, which they won twice, the Pride of the Community Award from the All-India Anglo-
Indian Association, the Best Travel Writer Award from the Indian Association of Tour Operators, and 
the National Tourism Lifetime Achievement Award from the Government of India.

5. Smt. Colleen Gantzer passed away on 6  November, 2024. th
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 J Jh herh dksyhu xSat+j çfl) ;k=k ysf[kdk FkÈA mUgksaus vkSj muds ifr xSat+j us Hkkjrh; ekst+sd ds g;w 
vkd"kZ.kksa dh [kkst djus dk QSlyk fd;kA mudk ekuuk Fkk fd vfèkd ls vfèkd Hkkjrh;ksa dks gekjs cgq&tkrh; 
cgqHkk"kh mi&egk}hih; jk"Vª ds dÃ vkd"kZ.kksa dh [kkst djus dh vko';drk gS D;ksafd mUgsa foÜokl Fkk fd Hkkjr ds 
vkd"kZ.k vU; ns'kksa ls dgÈ vfèkd gSa] ftuesa cgqr cM+s ns'k Hkh 'kkfey gSaA mudh [kkstksa us mUgsa Hkkjrh; vkSj varjjk"Vªh; 
çsl ds fy, cM+h la[;k esa ys[k fy[kus ds fy, çksRlkfgr fd;k vkSj mUgsa ;k=k ys[ku dh fof'k"V 'kSyh dh 'kq:vkr 
djus dk Js; fn;k tkrk gSA

2 ]-  25 tqykÃ] 1934 dks xksèkjk] rRdkyhu c‚Ecs çslhMsalh esa tUeh  Jherh dksyhu us c‚Ecs ds ØkbLV ppZ Ldwy ls 
viuh f'k{kk iwjh dhA mUgksaus igys yqel ds fy, dke fd;k] tks ml le; cekZ 'ksy ds fy, c‚Ecs esa rsy HkaMkj.k 
lqfoèkkvksa dk fuekZ.k dj jgs FksA ckn esa og esVy c‚Dl vkSj fQj dksdk& dksyk esa pyh xb±A mUgksaus  xSat+j ls Jh g;w
'kknh dh vkSj lkFk feydj mUgksaus Þ  vkSj dksyhu xSat+jÞ uke ls if=dk 'kq: dh] ftls Hkkjr esa ;k=k ys[ku esa vxz.kh g;ww
ekuk tkrk gSA

3-  Jh vkSj Jherh dksyhu xSat+j us 3]000 ls vfèkd ys[k] LraHk vkSj if=dk Qhpj fy[ks gSa vkSj 30 ls vfèkd g;w 
iqLrdsa fy[kh gSaA xSat+j us nwjn'kZu }kjk iwjs Hkkjr esa çlkfjr gksus okyh igyh ;k=k òrkar% yqÇdx fc;‚UM fon ,aM dksyhu g;w 
xSat+j vkSj Vsd v czsd fon ,aM dksyhu xSat+j Hkh cuk;k A tcfd xSat+j ds ys[ku esa foKku dFkk] fFkzyj vkSj ,sfrgkfld g;w 
lfgr foLr̀r 'kSyh 'kkfey Fkh] ij mudk eq[; è;ku ;k=k ij FkkA xSat+j dk ekuuk gS fd Hkkjrh;ksa ds ikl nqfu;k dh lHkh 
vkcknh dh rqyuk esa lcls fofoèk tkrh; ewy gSaA blus gekjs jhfr&fjoktksa] ijaijkvksa] gLrf'kYi vkSj R;ksgkjksa dh vfoÜoluh; 
fofoèkrk dks tUe fn;k gSA vkSj ;g vk'p;Ztud fofoèkrk gh Fkh ftlus mUgsa vkdÆ"kr fd;k vkSj og bls lkFkh Hkkjrh;ksa vkSj 
ckdh nqfu;k ds lkeus ykus ds fy, –<+ FksA Hkkjrh; ;k=k i=dkfjrk ij xSat+j dk çHkko vFkkg gSA xgu 'kksèk vkSj çR;{k 
vuqHkoksa ds lkFk uSfrd dgkuh dgus ds çfr mudh çfrc)rk us] Hkkjr esa ;k=k ys[ku ds fy, mPp ekud LFkkfir fd;kA 
Hkkjr ds fNis gq, jRuksa dh [kkst ds ekè;e ls] mUgksaus u dsoy ikBdksa  ds eu esa ns'k ds çfr çse dks vkSj xgjk fd;k] cfYd 
dÃ ys[kdksa dks muds ekxZ ij pyus ds fy, Hkh çsfjr fd;kA 

4-  Jh xSat+j ekurs gSa fd og viuh fnoaxr iRuh Jherh dksyhu dh çsj.kk ls ;k=k ys[kd cus] tks vR;ar g;w 
ftKklq] cgqr lkglh vkSj lgkuqHkwfriw.kZ FkÈ] ftlls ,dne vtuch yksx Hkh muds djhc vk tkrs FksA ;s xq.k muds 
ys[ku esa lkeus vk,A bUgÈ xq.kksa ds dkj.k xSat+j dks varjjk"Vªh; vkSj jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj feysA buesa vU; iqjLdkjksa ds 
vykok] VªSoy ,tsaV~l ,lksfl,'ku v‚Q+ bafM;k ls Mhlh esgrk iqjLdkj] Hkkjr ljdkj ls o"kZ 2012 esa jk"Vªh; i;ZVu 
iqjLdkj] iSflfQd ,fj;k VªSoy ,lksfl,'ku ls xksYM vokMZ] ftls mUgksaus nks ckj thrk] v‚y&bafM;k ,aXyks&bafM;u 
,lksfl,'ku ls çkbM v‚Q+ n dE;qfuVh vokMZ] bafM;u ,lksfl,'ku v‚Q+ Vwj v‚ijsVlZ ls loZJs"B ;k=k ys[kd 
iqjLdkj vkSj Hkkjr ljdkj ls jk"Vªh; i;ZVu ykbQVkbe vphoesaV iqjLdkj 'kkfey gSaA

5- 6 uoEcj] 2004 dks Jherh dksyhu xSat+j dk fuèku gks x;k A

Jherh dksyhu xSt+j ¼ej.kksijkar½
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